
 

 

 
                               

 

 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, September 12, 2019, 5:30 p.m. 

 Festival Park Plaza, 225 Ray Avenue, 1st Floor, Fayetteville, NC 28301 

 

Present: Interim Chair, Eric Olson; Commissioner Kevin Brooks; Commissioner Rosa Garris-

Turner; Commissioner Milette Harris; Commissioner Joshua James; Commissioner 

William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Semone Pemberton; Commissioner 

Georgeanna Pinckney; Commissioner Franco Webb. 

 

Absent: Commissioners: Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Ayax Rangel; Cherie Readus; Maria del 

Pilar Salvat; Jeffrey Wire.  

 

Guests: Nylah Edwards, student at Fayetteville State; and Assistant City Manager, Angel 

Wright-Lanier. 

 

Staff Present: Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; Willetta Ragin, Human 

Relations Administrative Specialist; and Janet Beaudry, Office Assistant II. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:48 p.m. by Interim Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of 

silence in recognition of 9/11, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Interim Chair Olson asked guests to introduce themselves and presented an award to outgoing 

Commissioner Kevin Brooks. Brief speeches regarding Commissioner Brook’s outstanding work while 

a Commissioner were made by Dr. Wade, Commissioner Olson, and Commissioner Brooks.  

Commissioner Brooks left the meeting. 

 

Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner James, seconded by Commissioner Pinckney; 

vote unanimous. 

 

Motion to approve the August 8, 2019 minutes was made by Commissioner Webb, seconded by 

Commissioner Pinckney; vote unanimous. 

 

Committee Reports: 

  

A. Annual Recognition Awards Reception and Human Relations Scholarship.  Commissioner 

Olson reminded Commissioners that the MLK Scholarship has been renamed to the Human 

Relations Scholarship. Commissioner Wire was absent, so Ms. Nazar gave a verbal report. She 

stated, “Commissioner Wire is working on securing a location for the Annual Reception.” 

 

B. Hate Crimes and Rapid Response.  Interim Chair Olson stated that a new chair will need to be 

appointed to replace outgoing Chair Commissioner Kevin Brooks. Commissioner Kendrick 

was not able to attend the meeting, and since Commissioner Wire was not present, the 

committee report was tabled. 

 



 

C. Ad Hoc Marketing.  Committee met after the August 8th commission meeting at Fire Station 

14.  Ms. Nazar asked Commissioner Pemberton to provide an update about what was discussed. 

She stated the discussion was about branding and asking marketing students from Fayetteville 

State University to meet with the committee to discuss branding ideas. They were scheduled to 

meet today after the commission meeting, but Committee Chair Kendrick had to reschedule. 
 

Director’s Report.  Dr. Anthony Wade.  Please see attached.  Dr. Wade stated that participation at the 

FCHRD booth at the International Folk Festival was one way the Commissioners could volunteer.  

Volunteer hours are reported annually to the City Council meeting.     
 

Old Business.  

  

 International Folk Festival is scheduled for Saturday, September 28 and Sunday, September 29, 

2019, at Festival Park Plaza. Commissioners and staff will be manning the City’s booth along with 

other City Departments from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

The NAACPs 31st Annual Life Membership Banquet is taking place on Saturday, September 28, 2019, 

at 5:00 p.m. at John D. Fuller, Sr. Recreational Athletic Complex. Fair Housing Board Member Otis 

Cuffee and his wife, former Commission Chair Sheila Cuffee, Commissioner Pinckney, and 

Commissioner Kendrick will be attending.    

 

 

New Business.   

 

Interim Chair Olson talked about the upcoming commission retreat.  He proposed the 5th, 12th, 

or 19th of October as possible dates to have the retreat.  After brief discussion, it was decided to set the 

19th as the date for the retreat from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., location to be determined. 

 

 Veterans’ Day Parade was discussed by Commissioner Webb who is directing and setting-up 

the event.  He is asking for any help from commissioners. It will be held on Saturday, November 9, 

2019.  The Dickens’ Holiday is also held in November 2019. 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast was discussed which is held every year on Martin 

Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday in January on Monday, January 20, 2020 at the Crown Coliseum. The 

Human Relations Department will purchase tickets for all Commissioners who would like to attend.  

Dr. Wade discussed that the Town of Spring Lake also held a MLK, Jr. Prayer Breakfast last year and 

recommended that because we are a City and County Commission, we should be represented at both 

Prayer Breakfasts. 

 

 The Hispanic Heritage Month Observance was discussed by Commissioner Milette Harris. It 

will take place on October 9th, 2019, at Iron Mike on Fort Bragg, 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A cake 

cutting ceremony will be held on September 20, 2019, as a kick-off for Hispanic Heritage Month at the 

Mini Mall located across from Iron Mike from 11:45 a.m.to 1:00 p.m. 

 

 Dr. Wade discussed commissioners who have been newly appointed by City Council and that 

he has already made contact with them.         

 

Next Commission meeting will take place on October 10, 2019, at 5:30 pm. at Festival Park Plaza 

Training Room. 

 



 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m., motion to adjourn by Commissioner Webb, seconded by 

Commissioner Pinckney. Vote unanimous. 

 

 Nylah Edwards addressed the Commission briefly.   

 

 

 

Approved_______________________________ 

   (Date) 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


